THE

ELEMENTS

OF THE

Irith Language.

§1. Of the LETTERS.
The LETTERS are only thefe 18 following.

Name. | Figure. | Pronunciation. |Name. |Figure. | Pronunciation.
Ailim |21 a |a Lat.orFr. |Luis T U |l

Beith |B b |b Muin ) m|m

Coll |C c |k Nuin N n |n

Duir (D o |d Onn O o |o

Eadh |€ e |e LatorFr. |Peithboc|P p |p

Fearn |F ¢ |f Ruis R n |r

Gort |5 3 Gr. Sail S 1 |s

Uath [h b |h Tinne C c |t

1 i Fr.orseEng. |Uir U u |uookEng.

§. 2. Of Vowels, Dipthongs and

He Vowels are &, e,1, 0, u. 2, O, U, broad: €, 1, {mall. Of the various
compofitions of the Vowels, arife 13 Dipthongs, and s Tripthongs,
according to this old Rule, in which their feveral Clafles are diftinguithed by

Tripthongs.

Terms of Art, beginning with the leading Vowel of each Clafs, Viz.

Certne hamancyll pjomcan ann,
C%5 hlbada T 50 corccenn,

C¥j3 1rIne muwmn an mwvn.
Cni hwlleanna; oip na haond.




Of the firft fort called amancvll, or Apthongs, i e Dipthongs or

Tripthongs beginning with the Vowel 4, there are four, of which three are
Dipthongs, and one a Tripthong, as followeth,

ae } laenae laeceamul.
a1} Fao, mac, tac, long or fhort.

This Dipthong is always long, and

cw
,Tl hath a peculiar found not ufed in any
A0 mon )
o other Language that I know; which
ron may be learned by the Ear.
A0) } CAO). MAOIN. NAOIN long.

Of the fecond fort called €aba, or Ephthongs, there are four Dipthongs,
and one Tripthong.

ea |Heal, 1el, Téan, long, or fhort.
e1 |Cen, ré&rl, meil, long or fhort.
eo |Céol, ceo, ceolan, long.

ea |Céup, Teud, meuo, meun, long.

eo) | Feorl, cpeom, beom, long.

Of the third fort called 15ine, or Iphthongs, there are three Dipthongs, and
two Tripthongs.

1A | Spian, 3pjan, mian, long.
10 | Fion, 1olan, 10landa, long or thort.
| Fuug, cug, onul, long or fhort.

181 | D1a13%, A NOIAIE A B5CTUAIO  long.

w | Soun, an O[1, aln, long.

There is but one Ophthong called o, o being prefixed to no Vowel but 1, as
coim, com, long or thort.

There are three Wllenna, or Upthongs, whereof two are Dipthongs and one
a Tripthong. viz.

ua | Fuld, rluaj, cuad, long.

w | Fwl, 9 ¥n, long or thort.



ua) | Baasl, tudin, udim,  long.
1. Note, That thefe Dipthongs ae, a0, eo, eu, 14, and all Tripthongs are
long, and therefore need not be marked with an acute in Writing or print.

2. Note, That all Vowels coming together without a consonant interpofing,
make but one Syllable.

3. Note, That the Irifh always put an accent over the Vowel, that is to be
pronounced long, thus ().

§.3  Of the Confonants.

The Confonants when they are fingle, have the fame force in Irifb, as in
Englifbr: only c is always pronounced as k; and T before e or 1 is pronounced as
{h; but before 4, 0, u, it hath the fame power with an Englith s.

When two c’s are joined together, they are pronounced as 5; thus, ccw, is
read 5W0. And two C’s have the force of ©; as cTeac is read ve¢. When 0 goes
before 1, it is p;ronounced as n; thus clofa is céanna. Likewife, when o is
placed before 1, it hath the force of another I; and n are read as two Ils, e. g.
coolah, to Sleep, is read as collab; and colna, of the Body, as colla.

N3, called Nyacul in Irifb, is for the moft part pronounced as yy in the
Greek; {o ammzeal, is pronounced as ayyel.

The Iriflh do not delight much in Confonants, and therefore b is frequently
added to b, ¢, 0, T, 3, M, P, T, C, to {often the Language.

bh, and mh in the beginning and middle of words have the force of v
Confonant; but in the latter end they, (and efpecially mh) are pronounced a
little flatter, when they come after 4 or e.

ch is read as the Greek y.

oh and 3h, (which are often ufed indifferently for one another,) have
{fometimes in the beginning, and middle of a word, the force of y, and
{ometimes they have a pronounciation, which is better learned by the Ear, than
any defcription that can be given of it. But always in the End, and commonly in

the middle of a word, they are pronounced only as h.
Th and ch are pronounced as b alone, thus Thwl, is hwl; and chomar is
homar.



The variation of a word in Number, Cafe, or Tenfe, is very often indicated by
adding a different Confonant to the Initial one; and then the Initial Confonant

(called Lom telbwiice, i. e. the pofleflive Letter, becaufe it poflefles the firft
place in the Nominative Cafe, or prefent Tenfe indicative) is quielcent, and the
additional only pronounced; thus pobul in the Nominative, is altered into
bpobul in the Ablative, the p not being pronounced, but the Initial or
Pofleflive Letter is always written, to thew the Primative, or Radix of the word.

The greateft difficulty of Reading, or {peaking Irifh confifts in pronouncing
oh, 3h, and the Dipthongs and Tripthongs aright; but this is readily attained by
a little inftruction by the Ear, and Prattice; whereby the Pronunciation of the
Language is rendered eafy and agreeable, there being much ufe made of Vowels,
and little of Confonants in it.

Iriflh Abbreviations ufed in this B O O K.

7, 4, 0 T e, . B v, V. b, ¢ O, f, % W, p, [, C
Asur Aap ao: cho: ea, éa: mn: w wW. bh, ch, oh, th, zh, mh, ph, th, ch.
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